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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This Office action is in response to Applicants' Amendment/Request for Reconsideration filed 
on August 11, 2003. Claims 1-24 and 33-38 have been cancelled. Claims 25, 27, 28, 29 and 31 
have been amended. Claims 25-32 are presented for further examination. Newly added claims 
39-65 are presented for examination 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign countr>' or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 39-42, 45-46, 48-51, 54-55 and 58-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Goldberg et al (hereinafter, "Goldberg", U.S. Pat. No. 5,823,879). 

As claims 39, 48 and 62, Goldberg discloses a method, software product stored on a 
computer readable medium and system comprising: 

• displaying a user interface on display permitting a user to participate in an interactive 
activity (abstract, col. 3, lines 57-67 and col. 4, line 1); 

• during the display of the user interface, displaying advertising information on the same 
display without interfering with the user's ability to participate in the interactive activity 
(col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user 
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to participate in an interactive game and request additional information relating to an 
advertisement); 

• during the display of the user interface, receiving from the user a first signal indicating 
an interest in receiving additional information related to the advertisement information 
(col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user 
to participate in an interactive game and request additional information relating to an 
advertisement); and 

• causing said additional information related to the advertising information to be provided 
to the user in response to the first signal, without interfering with the user's ability to 
participate in the interactive activity (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, 
lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request 
additional information relating to an advertisement). 

As per claims 40 and 49, Goldberg discloses: 

• wherein the interactive activity is a game, and wherein the advertising information is 
displayed during the game, the first signal is received from the user during the game, 
and said additional information is provided to the user without interrupting the game 
(col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user 
to participate in an interactive game and request additional information relating to an 
advertisement). 

As per claims 41 and 50, Goldberg discloses: 

• wherein the user interface is provided by a client computer connected over a network to 
a server computer, and wherein causing said additional information to be provided to the 
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user comprises transmitting from the client to the server a second signal indicating the 
user's interest in receiving the additional information (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 
59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user to participate in an interactive 
game and request additional information relating to an advertisement). 
As per claims 42 and 51, Goldberg discloses: 

• wherein the second signal is transmitted from the client to the server in response to user 
operation of the user interface to transmit information related to the interactive activity 
from the client to the server (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 18, lines 55-67and col. 19, lines 1- 
19). 

As per claims 45 and 54, Goldberg further discloses: 

• including registering the user prior to displaying the user interface (col. 5, lines 4-24). 
As per claims 46 and 55, Goldberg discloses: 

• wherein causing said additional information related to the advertising information to be 
provided to the user in response to the first signal, without interrupting the user's ability 
to participate in the interactive activity, includes causing registration information for the 
user to be retrieved (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 30-55, lines 59-67 and col. 28, 
lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request 
additional information relating to an advertisement). 

As per claim 57, Goldberg discloses a method comprising: 

• ' providing a user interface that permits a user to participate in an interactive activity 
(abstract, col. 3, lines 57-67 and col. 4, line 1); and 
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• during the user's interaction with the user interface, permitting the user to signal interest 
in receiving advertising information without interfering with the user's participation in 
the interactive activity (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; 
Goldberg allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request additional 
information relating to an advertisement). 
As per claim 58, Goldberg further discloses: 

• receiving from the user a signal indicating interest in receiving advertising 
information and providing the advertising information to the user in response to the 
signal (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg 
allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request additional 
information relating to an advertisement). 

As per claim 60, Goldberg discloses a method comprising: 

• displaying information about an interactive activity to a user on a display 
associated with a client computer (abstract, col. 3, lines 57-67 and col. 4, line 1); 

• receiving at the client computer a request for advertising information and 
information related to the user's participation in the interactive activity (col. 4, lines 
48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user to 
participate in an interactive game and request additional information relating to an 
advertisement); and 

• simultaneously transmitting to a server the user's request for advertising 
information and the information related to the user's participation in the interactive 
activity (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg 
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allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request additional 
information relating to an advertisement). 
As per claim 61, Goldberg discloses: 

• wherein said simultaneous transmission is performed in response to the user 
providing information related to the user's participation in the interactive activity 
(col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 18, lines 55-67and col. 19, lines 1-19). 

As per claim 63, Goldberg discloses a method comprising: 

• providing a user interface that permits a user to participate in an interactive activity 
having a begriming and an end, the user interface being capable of receiving user 
inputs relating to the interactive activity (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 18, lines 55-67and 
col. 19, lines 1-19); and 

• after the beginning and prior to the end of the interactive activity, permitting the 
user to signal interest in receiving advertising information without disabling the 
ability of the user interface to receive user inputs relating to the interactive activity 
(col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a 
user to participate in an interactive game and request additional information relating 
to an advertisement). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 25-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spaur et al 
(hereinafter, "Spaur". 6,196,920) in view of Goldberg. 

As per claim 25, Spaur discloses a system comprising: 

• a server communicatively coupled to client device and configured to communicate 
content to the client device for display to a user, (abstract, col. 3, lines 16-49, col. 6, 
lines 39-67, col. 7, lines 1-20, and col. 14, lines 1 1-35). 

However, Spaur does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the content includes information relating to an interactivity and information 
relating to an advertisement ; and 

• one or more software modules executing in an operating environment provided by the 
server and configured (a) to receive input from the client device , said input including, in 
a single transmission, information relating to the user's participation in the interactive 
activity and a request from the user to receiving additional information relating to the 
advertisement, and (b) after receiving said input, provide to the user additional 
information relating to the advertisement and to communicate content to the client 
relating to the interactive activity . 

In an analogous art, Goldberg discloses a network gaming system comprising: 

• wherein the content includes information relating to an interactivity and information 
relating to an advertisement (paragraph 0163; Goldberg teaches that a user is allowed to 
continue playing a game and received further information about an advertisement); and 
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• one or more software modules executing in an operating environment provided by the 
server and configured (a) to receive input from the client device , said input includinR. in 
a single transmission, information relating to the user's participation in the interactive 
activity and a request from the user to receiving additional information relating to the 
advertisement, and (h) after receiving said input, provide to the user additional 
information relating to the advertisement and to communicate content to the client 
relating to the interactive activity (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, 
lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request 
additional information relating to an advertisement). 

Given the teaching of Goldberg, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Spaur by allowing a user to request and view 
additional advertisement information while playing an online game in order to greatly increase 
the cost effectiveness of advertising. 

As per claim 27, Spaur implicitly discloses; 

• a web browser executing in an operating environment provided by the client device 
receive a request from the user to receive additional information relating to 
advertisement , (col. 6, lines 23-63 and col. 14, lines 28-36). 

As per claim 28 Spaur discloses: 

• wherein the media comprises a web-based computer game (abstract, col. 1, lines 13-19, 
col. 6, lines 64-67, and col. 7, lines 1-5). 

As per claim 32, Spaur discloses: 
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• wherein communicating the advertising information to the user includes sending an 
electronic mail message to the user (col. 14, lines 28-36). 

5. Claims 43-44, 47, 52-53 and 56-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goldberg in further view^ of Shaw et al (hereinafter, "Shaw", 6,199,106). 

As per claims 43 and 52, Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein causing said additional information to be provided to the user includes causing 
an electronic mail message to be sent to the user. 

Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 
more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses wherein causing said additional 
information to be provided to the user includes causing an electronic mail message to be sent to 
the user. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 

As per claims 44 and 53, Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 
above. 
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However, Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the first signal is generated in response to the user checking a check box in the 
user interface. 

Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 
more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses wherein the first signal is 
generated in response to the user checking a check box in the user interface. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to. one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 

As per claims 47 and 56, Goldberg discloses: 

• wherein causing said additional information related to the advertising information to be 
provided to the user in response to the first signal, without interrupting the user's ability 
to participate in the interactive activity (col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col, 
28, lines 10-12; Goldberg allows a user to participate in an interactive game and request 
additional information relating to an advertisement) 

However, Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• capturing an email address of the user. 

Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 
more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
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the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses capturing an email address of 
the user. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 

As per claim 59, Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 

However, Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the advertising information is provided by sending electronic mail to the user.. 
Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 

more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses wherein the advertising 
information is provided by sending electronic mail to the user.. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 

As per claim 64, Goldberg discloses a method comprising: 

• in response to an input received from a user playing a game through a game interface 
(col. 4, lines 48-62, col. 25, lines 59-67 and col. 28, lines 10-12). 

However, Goldberg does not explicitly discloses: 
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• automatically transmitting an electronic message while the user is playing the game, the 
electronic message being accessible after the user has completed playing the game. 

Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 
more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses automatically transmitting an 
electronic message while the user is playing the game, the electronic message being accessible 
after the user has completed playing the game. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 

As per claim 65, Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 

However, Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the electronic message contains advertising information. 

Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 
more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses wherein the electronic message 
contains advertising information. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 
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6, Claim 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spaur in view of 
Goldberg and in further view of Shaw et al (hereinafter, "Shaw", 6,199,106). 

As per claim 29, Spaur in view of Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Spaur in view of Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the input area comprises a check box and communicating advertising 

information to the user includes communicating information to the user when the check 

box is selected. 

Shaw discloses an electronic mail system with advertising that allows the user to select the 
more information button to send additional information about the product or service by email to 
the user (col. 6, lines 1-8). Therefore, Shaw implicitly discloses wherein the input area 
comprises a check box and communicating advertising information to the user includes 
communicating to the user when the check box is selected. 

Given the teaching of Shaw, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including a more information button in the input area to 
allow a user to obtain additional information about a product or service in order to learn more 
about the product or service. 

7. Claims 26 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Spaur in view of Goldberg and in further view of Heckel. 

As per claim 26, and 31, Spaur in vie of Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. 

However, Spaur in view of Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 
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• wherein communicating the advertising information includes retrieving the registration 
information from a registration database. 

In an analogous art, Heckel discloses: 

• wherein communicating the advertising information includes retrieving the registration 
information from a registration database (col. 4, lines 20-27, and lines 35-58). 

Given the teaching of Heckel, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by including retrieving registration information from the 
registration database when communicating advertising information in order to match 
advertisements with demographic data of the user allowing the server to display appropriate * 
advertisements to user. 

As per claim 30, Spaur in view of Goldberg discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Spaur in view of Goldberg does not explicitly disclose: 

• registering the user prior to displaying the media. 
In an analogous art, Heckel discloses: 

• registering the user prior to displaying the media (col. 4, lines 35-38). 

Given the teaching of Heckel, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Spaur in view of Goldberg by registering the user prior to displaying the media in 
order to authenticate his or herself to allow for retrieval of the game and any demographic data 
for the display of advertisements. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 25-32 and 39-65. have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0013167 to Spaur et al 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,625,578 to Spaur et al 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,643,088 to Vaughn et al 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,264,560 to Goldberg et al 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,183,366 to Goldberg et al 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,712,702 to Goldberg et al 

U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0148377 to Goldberg et al 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,928,615 to Haitsuka et al 

U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0039546 to Moore et al 
9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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